Letter of comment on the LDF

Your name

Your address

Your postcode

Date

Mr Adrian Verrall

Planning Policy Manager

Canterbury City Council

Military Road

Canterbury CT1 1YW

Dear Sir,
Local Development Framework – Comment

I wish to submit the comments below and to urge Canterbury City Council to reject the option of very large scale development in Canterbury and in particular at either New House Lane or Nackington.

Canterbury is place of global significance, a cradle of Christianity, of high architectural and historic merit, loved by its citizens and held in great affection by people all across the world. How it is to grow and develop needs very careful thought, for it is a precious jewel in England’s green and pleasant land. If we as a city get it wrong now we will answer at the court of public opinion for generations to come. 
· Further development on greenfield land in South Canterbury should be conditional on the Wincheap Estate being developed first. Without first improving access to the Rheims Way, the south of the city will be blighted, night and day, by road congestion.
· The land adjacent to New House Lane is designated A.H.L.V and development would destroy historic and much loved views, particularly the views towards Canterbury Cathedral and that of Larkey Valley Woods. Canterbury’s image as a city that cares for its heritage would suffer nationally and internationally and its ability to attract tourists.  and business investment damaged.
· Taking prime agricultural land out of production should be an option of last resort. The city should not be contributing towards food importation, increased food miles, more expensive food and increased dependency on foreign food sources.

· Very large development will focus road traffic pollution in South Canterbury and thus be detrimental to human health.

· Additional slip roads on the A2 will increase traffic flows into the city, causing huge bottlenecks and encourage drivers to use narrow country lanes to get in and out of the city.
· It has been reported that developers are already preparing plans for 2,500 houses, a park and ride and office blocks at New House Lane. Such a huge development would be completely out of character with the way the city has developed over the centuries. Such a huge housing estate, of perhaps 7,000 to 9,000 people, and nothing but houses, is likely to result in social problems. Who will want to bring up their children on a giant estate where there is nothing to do? What matters more, slip roads to motorways or good places to live?
· A better solution – socially and environmentally – would be to maximise use of brownfield land, including Hersden, and create smaller developments on new land spread around the city’s perimeter. 
Yours sincerely,

Name
