Letter of comment on the LDF Version 2
Your name

Your address

Your postcode

Date

Mr Adrian Verrall

Planning Policy Manager

Canterbury City Council

Military Road

Canterbury CT1 1YW

Dear Sir,

Local Development Framework – Comment

I am very worried about the City Council’s approach to planning issues. Canterbury is a lovely place to live and we should be protecting the city, not building enormous housing estates.

If we need homes and offices can it please be done in a way that is sensitive to the countryside and preserves as much as possible of the wonderful farming land and glorious open spaces that surround Canterbury. 

The Council says it is vital to have new links to the A2, but what happens when those links become congested? Do we then build more links? When do stop? Do we think road links are more important than the quality of our lives?
I live in Hilltop and understand that New house Lane could have 2,500 new houses, a park and ride and business premises. This would an appalling piece of civic vandalism by the city, for those of us who live here and probably for the poor people who might live on the development. Surely we have learned that huge housing estates are not the way people want to live?
In 2006, this community produced a Community Design Statement, which was much praised by planning officers at CCC. The Statement was adopted by CCC. It highlighted the value of the green lung that separates the Hilltop community from the city and pointed to its recreational value and proximity to the Nature Reserve at Larkey Valley Woods, as well as the unique views of the city and Cathedral. The community was widely consulted on this document and as such it represents the collective view of the community. 
Big development at New House Lane or at Nackington should be rejected by the Council. The Council may have an obligation to find space for thousands of new houses and for business, but it also has a responsibility to retain the character of Canterbury and not bring upon its citizens a disastrous planning decision that would ruin the landscape, bring terrible traffic problems, end 1,000 years of farming on very good land and scar Canterbury for ever.
Now is the time for our elected members to look into their hearts and make the right decisions for this unique city. Please reject the option of enormous single development sites in Canterbury. There is a better way of growing Canterbury. Let us all share the burden of development around the city. 
Yours sincerely,

Name

